I was first summoned to see Mr A. B. on the 22d of February 1854, when I found him labouring under general debility, with a little occasional pain of chest, with severe cough, and dark-coloured expectoration, which had been of long standing, his attention being mainly directed to the idea that he was labouring nnder a syphilitic taint of the system. On inquiry, I found that about ten years before he had contracted syphilis ; but on examination I ascertained that he now enjoyed perfect immunity from this disease, of which fact many medical men had previously tried to 
